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1.0 DISTRICT  PROFILE 
 

The District of Jalpaiguri is placed as one of the oldest renowned districts in the Union of 

India. The simplicity, natural beauty of this district touches the hearts and minds of all who 

have been here . The District Administration of Jalpaiguri strives to preserve the cultural 

diversity and harmony of this district and also facilitate the development of this district. The 

main aim is to create a district 

which is self sufficient. 

The name Jalpaiguri came from the 

×ÏÒÄ Ȱ*ÁÌÐÁÉȱ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ Ȱ/ÌÉÖÅȱ ×hich 

grew in the town and adjacent areas 

and were even visible in the 1900. 

4ÈÅ ÓÕÆÆÉØ ȰÇÕÒÉȱ means a place. The 

ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÉÓ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ςφЈρφȭ ÁÎÄ ςχЈπȭ 

North latitude and 88°4ȭ ÁÎÄ ψωЈυσȭ 

East longitude. It is situated in the 

northern part of the state of West 

Bengal and shares international borders with Bhutan and Bangladesh in the northeast and 

south respectively . The remaining borders are shared with the district of Darjeeling in the west 

& northwest, Kalimpong district in the north, Coochbehar district in the Southeast and 

Alipurduar district in the west .The district is primarily comprised of a rural population with a 

high number of SCs/STs present. A sizeable population also resides in the tea gardens which are 

spread all over ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȢ Ȣ Ȭ4ÅÁȱȟ 

Ȭ4ÉÍÂÅÒȱ ÁÎÄ Ȭ4ÏÕÒÉÓÍȱ form the 

backbone of the trade industry in this 

district. Agriculture and animal 

husbandry is also practiced extensively 

throughout the district. Jalpaiguri is a 

part of the monsoon zone of South 

eastern Asia.May is the hottest month 

of this region with average maximum 

temperature of about 32° C. Whereas; 

January is coolest with 11°C. The 

average annual humidity of the district is of 82% and the rainfall is 3160 mm. December is the 

driest month with average rainfall of 0.2mm and July is the wettest with 809.3 mm. The 
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topography of the district is diverse and is crisscrossed with rivulets, rivers, plains and hills. It 

is a haven for tourists who want to connect to nature in its purest form. Places in the forest 

areas like Murti, Chapramari and Gorumara are one of the most sought after forest destinations 

in the country. The fauna of this region consists of wildlife like the Indian One horned 

rhinoceros,hispid hare , pygmy hog , elephants, gaur, leopard, sambar, cheetah, barking deer, 

badger, rhesus, sloth bear, otter, king cobra, hornbill, lesser adjutant stork etc. 
 

 

A. District Administrative set -up  
 

The district comprises of two sub-divisions: Sadar & Mal. 

Jalpaiguri is the district headquarters. There are 9 police 

stations, 9 community development blocks, 3 municipali 

-ties, 1 municipal corporation and 80 gram panchayats in 

this district.Jalpaiguri containstwo municipalities,Mal has 

one,&Siliguri is amunicipal corporation instead. 

Thecommunity dev blocks are divided into ruralareas 

with gram panchayats and census towns. Forest, Tea Gar 

-dens, Busty areas are part of the district. 
 

 

Geographical area(sq. kms) 3386.18 

(a) Annual rainfall ςυτψȢψ ÍÍ ɉ5Ð ÔÏ !ÕÇÕÓÔȭςπρτɊ 

(b) Temperature 37.9ϊ cel (max) 7.8ϊ cel (min) 

(c) Geographical Location 
26ϊρυᴂτχᴃ& 26ϊυωᴂστᴃ . ,ÁÔÉÔÕÄe 
88ϊςσᴂςᴃ& 89ϊχᴂσπᴃ % ,ÏÎÇÉÔÕÄe 

District Head Quarter Jalpaiguri 

Sub-Division [i) Jalpaiguri Sadar ii) Mal] (2 Sub-Divisions) 

Blocks 
[Jalpaiguri Sadar, Dhupguri, Maynaguri, Rajganj, 
Kranti, Mal, Matiali, Nagrakata& Banarhat ] (9 Blocks) 

Panchayat Samities 7 

Gram Panchayat 80 

Municipal Corporation Siliguri Municipal Corporation (14 Wards) 

Municipality  [Jalpaiguri / Dhupguri / Mal ] (3 Municipalities)  

Mouza's 418 
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Gram Sansads 1177 

Police Station 9 

Inhabited villages 404 

Forest villages 29 

(a) Male 1217532 

(b) Female 1164064 

(c) Total 2381596 (as per Census 2011) 

(d) Population Density /sq.km 701 

(e) Sex Ratio 956.085 

(a) Cultivators 113290 

(b) Small and Marginal farmers 121680(Marginal), 27482 (Small) 

(c) Agriculture Labourers 141257 

(d) Artisans 59000 

(e) House Hold cottage industries 37500 

(f) Allied Agro Activities 9800 

(g) Non workers 987306 

(a) Net cropped area 198256 

(b) Percentage of irrigated to cultivated area 40 % 

(c) Forest 64393 ha 

(d) Fallow land 11286 ha 

(e) Land not available for Cultivation 65696 ha 

 
B. Local Institutions  
 
Jalpaiguri with Sadar and Mal as 2 sub-

divisions consisting of 9 police stations, 9 

community development blocks, 9 Panchayat 

Samiti, 80 Gram_panchayats, 418 Mouza, 404 

inhabited villages, 29 Forest villages, 3 

municipalities, part of 1 municipal corporation 

and 14 Census towns. The municipalities 
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are: Jalpaiguri, Dhupguri and Mal municipality. The municipal corporation partly in the Sadar 

subdivision is Siliguri. Jalpaigri is the divisional town of the Jalpaiguri Division consisting 5 

districts of Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar, Coochbehar, Darjeeling and Kalimpong. The Circuit House is 

also a part of the Jalpaiguri Administration. 

 
Sub 

Division  
Block  Municipality  Police 

Station  
Panchayat 

Samity 
Gram 

Panchayat 
Mouza Area 

Sq. km 

 
Sadar Sadar 

Jalpaiguri- 
( 25 wards) 

Kotwali PS 01 nos 14 nos 25 nos 589.43 

Rajganj  Rajganj PS 01 nos 12 nos 29 nos 635.75 

Maynaguri  
Maynaguri 

PS 
01 nos 16 nos 87 nos 631.01 

Dhupguri& 
Banarhat 

Dhupguri- 
(16 Wards) 

Dhupguri 
PS 

01 nos 16 nos 108 nos 561.5 

 
Mal Mal& Kranti 

Mal- 15 
wards 

Mal PS 01 nos 12 nos 106 nos 545.99 

Matiali  Matiali PS 01 nos 05nos 30 nos 204.00 

Nagrakata  
Nagrakata 

PS 
01 nos 05nos 33 nos 218.5 

 
 
 
 
 

C. Natural Resources  
 
The district of Jalpaiguri has 

profuse amount of minor minerals, 

sand and gravels are among the 

important construction materials. 

Ensuring their availability in a 

sustainable manner is vital for the 

development of the infrastructure 

in the state. There are different 

sources of such minerals. The most 

important among them are the 

rivers of this district. The extraction 

of such minor minerals from the riverbeds has to be regulated and done with adoption of 

required environmental safeguards,as sand is the most exploited natural resource throughout 

the world in an unregulated manner as per the recently published report by the UNEP. The 
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district is the lowest unit of field administration which is placed as the competent authority to 

adopt the appropriate environmental practices for extraction of these materials and monitor its 

extraction and movement as per Notification No. S.O. 141(E) dt. 15.01.2016 by the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change, by forming the District Level 

Environment Impact Assessment 

Authority and the District Level Expert 

Appraisal Committee. Therefore 

sustainable mineral exploration is the 

key objective of this department. 

Special emphasis is given on 

monitoring of the extracted material, 

which is a key to the success of 

environment management plan. 

Consequently, District Level Task Force (DLTF) has been keeping strict vigil to curb illegal 

mining and overloading of minerals by conducting frequent raid. 

The forests cover 179000 hectares of land which is 27.8% of the total geographical areas, are 

home to a fascinating variety of flora and fauna. The vegetation is mostly deciduous semi- 

evergreen with Sal as the dominant species. The timber produced in these forests is  very  

valuable and is used for building furniture, doors, windows and other wooden fixtures. Social 

forestry is also becoming popular now-

a-days with trees like Eucalyptus, 

Simul, Krishnachura etc. being widely 

cultivated. The forested hilly ranges 

have also given birth to several major 

wild life reserves namely Gorumara, 

Chapramari. Gorumara National Park 

was established in 1994 and has an 

area of 79 km2 (30.5 sq. mi.). The 

reserves serve as popular tourist 

resorts. The rich bio- diversity in the 

sanctuaries of Chapramari is a striking treat for the eyes. These  ecologically  fragile  zones 

should be preserved and protected from environmental degradation. Minor forest produce like 
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bamboo, cane, honey, wax etc. are found in the forest areas. Bamboo and cane furniture is 

manufactured both in the rural and urban areas. Timber and fuel are the major forest produce. 

 

Water Bodies  - The District can be divided into two hydro geological units, namely fissured 

ÈÁÒÄ ÒÏÃËȭÓ Ǫ ÐÏÒÏÕÓ ÁÌÌÕÖÉÁÌ ÆÏÒÍÁÔÉons. Fissured formation includes crystalline, meta 

sedimentary and volcanic rocks. The yield of wells tapping fractured zones varies from 10-20 

m3/hr. Two third of the district is underlain by alluvial sediments mainly deposited by Teesta 

and Jaldhaka rivers. Based on the yield of wells tapping these alluvial sediments, aquifers of the 

alluvial area can be of zone yielding about 150m3/hr, occurs by the rivers like Teesta, Jaldhaka, 

Karala, Dharala, Panga, Neora, Chel, Mal, Diana etc. The most of the rivers flow in North -South 

direction and originate from Sikkim, Bhutan and Darjeeling hills. The rivers causes flash floods 

and inundations during Monsoon Season. 

  


